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Magalie Roman Salas, Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Summary ofOral Ex Parte Presentation Regarding the
Navi~tiona1 Devices Proceeding (CS Docket No. 97-80)

Dear Ms. Salas:
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Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), this notice is to inform you that on Tuesday, March 24, 1998, Robert
Russman, Vice President for New Business Development for StarSight Telecast, Inc. ("StarSight"), together with
Michael D. Berg of this firm and the undersigned, met with Anita Wallgren, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Ness,
and with Rick Chessen, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Tristani, concerning the issues and analysis contained
in the Reply Comments filed by StarSight in this proceeding.

In addition, we noted that the analysis set forth in StarSight's Reply Comments is supported by, and necessary
to, one ofthe purposes of Section 629 as expressed in the legislative history which states that, "[o]ne purpose ofthis
section is to help ensure that consumers are not forced to purchase or lease a specific, proprietary converter box,
interactive device or other equipment from the cable system or network operator." S. Coni Rep. No. 104-230, at 181
(1996).

As required by 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), we are submitting an original and one copy ofthis notice. Should
you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

. till ~./
Lisa M. Higginbotham;1

Enclosure

cc: Anita Wallgren, Esq.
Rick Chessen, Esq.
Robert Russman
Michael Berg, Esq.



GUIDE CUSTOMIZATIOH

CustoOlizillion or YOUt· Guide:

• Sen'icc P,.ovid<.'( logo ~tPJH.·,(r" 011 ! hl' pn>gralll

grid guide

• lle<.~d('nd control 01 cllslomizablc {C<.llllrt:S

• Browse and gr<'lze featun:s

• One-hulton VCR programming

• Channel select/deselect

• Channel reordering

• 1P PV purchasing from guid<.'

• Theme guide

• Favorite channels feature

Other Customizable FeatureS'

• 1-7 day guide

• Add or remove [hemes from theme guide

• PPV can be used in one way, rwo-Hay or s)'stems

with both running concurrently

I'RODUa ENHANCEMENTS

Capabilities:

• New features are downloadable to converters as

StarSight Telecast upgrades its software application

(no truckroll required)

Future Enhancements:

• Messaging on guide

• Interactive in~guide promotion

• Virtual channels (with StarSight NEWS Services)

• Add PPV movies as a theme

T£CHHKAL REQUIREMENTS
Interactive Program_Guide (IPG) Server,

• Facilitates the transmission of d"Lta to the set-top box

• Hardware specifications'

• Removable hard drive lor easy upgrades

• 28.8 baud modem

• Folding drawer monitor and keyboar'd assembly

• Hack mountable requiring 5 r;:I(.:1< spaces

• Prop"ict~\ry Stal'Sight Data and l·:dit':;· I\t\na.gement

scn'el· software

• Othel' pn.·.illst;:dled soFtw,are

• \Vindow~ 'lJ5

• PrOC(UllIll Pill S

• Purchilse pci('l.-' $;, ..H~r}.oo

• Sli:lrSight Tclc(,:a~t ,uHI CI ",l;d'l' ;Il-": un :'l{l' (,1 \l\"'Ldl

.::tnd 10 11'~lin your ~L.n

Gencl'al Instrument HcaJend Equipment:

• Sr;:lnd;:lrd ildvi.mccd analog he':ldclld l'quipmcnl

• 2 cl.:lta inserlion units required

CFT 2200 and OCT 1000 Conver'lers:

• 512K DRAM

• 512K FLASH (StarSight application uses

approximately 180K)

Data Transmission:

• ltt~/'lllld transmission for analog eFT 2200

• O/lt-,~Oltl/l() transmission for digital OCT 1000

• Daily download of program schedules takes approxi­

mately 5 minutes from StarSight to the IPG server,

another 5 minutes from the server to the converter

(dependent on the number of channels)

sER~~:t::o:iEt~n:~iQFIVED
• Line-up customization:

• Shared channeMAR 26 1998
• Multiple channel line.ups (The StarSight guide

aC.c"r'll~b'i\le~u.l.rfm­

mlng~~OF1HE
Program information customlz~~osebetween

actual progralll titles or generic program titles for the

following:

- Local Origination

- Adult channels

• Customize your Pay-Per-View information:

• Edit PPV pricing

StarSight Training, Support and Marketing Assistance:

• Extensive training documentation provided

• StarSight personnel conduct system trainings

• StarSight provides a one page Quick Reference canl

for subscribel's

• Comprehensive customer tutorial video usable on local

origination channels for on~air promotion and cdu(.\i1­

rion ofyour (:ustomer~on the usage of StarSight

(,)1')\)(; ~!:I('~;~llltd\'\;ISI. I.l< \I,,,\t~j\l ,11,(1 tI..- ~1;IISi~1.1 I"~,,s

:If\' ('e~i"II,l't'd 11:"!vI1I;'lk" (,I >'1." :-;1::ltl 'Id", ,1"1, \\'ill,I""" -'F, ,11101

l'n,Cllllllll l'ILt,.. ,L ... • n'>!!i."I\·"l"lIII."1v1l1;1l1,,, I',,,' 111",\, i(II~".(tld(ioll.
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• Schedule TV to automatically
tune to programs when they
begin

• Top-level access to other
features such as VCR
Programming. Favorite
Channel Set-up and Parental
C<>ntrol

• Uses passwords to limit TY
viewing by time. channel,
rating and content, and
purchase by cost

ScbeiJulM Auto Tune

Parelltal C(1lltr(11

j

ilUKICBY lUlU', CONTENT I

~ATlNG CONTENT

=td Profanity

I
PG Nudity

_ G Jl,;'iiViTl::ot:(e~nbc:-::.,------J

!~ Ao It Situations
, He~' e••,I: : u anguege

.;
\

Olle-lmUlJIl VCR

~'"!!fl,"-,!I'-'!.~li/~'L~__

J I~Opo 8, 30p"
.Q1J...£) Wi Ld Discover
~ ih_L~!",.etH_a~Lf>_re~i_5~e_l'lt

I The American President
" 8:00P-10:00P

2 hours left
i~~_J PreSs RECOR~

_IIEver y M-F again to COnfll"'rn
Once a Week recording

I Use -' to change end time

ISHQJUUI_~_~_~ 10 tJII-.-'.r 23 _~_:..JQP._

• One-bull 011 \'CR

Impuue Pay-Per-View
Pureha.ling

Favorite Challlzel.l
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• Subscriber can select

t'a\'orites; pressing FAY
button on remote grazes
through them

progralllming

• Currenl and l'ullire
recording (once. daily.
weekly), with recording log

I
I St:~Si9ht Presents: I

rlvlng 155 .'SY

n elderly southern woman I

I
learns to respect her black I
alet. Morgan Freeman, Jessica
andy

i fC.,O rama . Adult Themes. 2 hrs, I'

I Show Starts:~
\ Ticket Price:~

l!ill.!J~ST1 (~_~_..__r.~"'~_li-LJL:=rn::J
• Select program titles From

guides and complete
purchase

• Pass\\'ord protected

purchases

• Log listing of' ru,"Chaser!
e\-ellh

Cbange Channel Oruer

• • -,-,---,-=--,-,......,......-..,-...J
II beautifuL Congressional
lobbyist, to the dismay of
his supporters. Michael
DougLas, Annette Bening.

u** <1995, PG-13) Movies:

• Pop-up program descl"iptions
as subslTibcr changes channels

• Subscriber can change order
that the channels appear
on guide

• Pop-up program descriptions
for all other channels without
leaving channel currently being
watched

Ir----·

<;:: :(~ R"Dvies r-­
.p·.ci.~Ser1es

.,', -_<",Sport.
(,d ldr.nl.}~"ollr••• i"1iI

.M•• Uh/$ '.." ••lEducltion
t".gilzine
:':~tl.~,:.riety

• Provides customers with an
extensive list of over 100
search categories

SORT BY:-'l~~ ,

Theme Categoried

• Further specifies search; e.g.
Sports to Football

• Subscriber sorts hy time,
channel. or alphabetically

Tbeme Subeategorie.J

Pro.9r'1I11 Grid Gllit)e

;~ ~~o:: ""OPO
.llW Wild Discovery
;J.Il.KJ The Allerican President

:.llJ.1J fB la.runner Dnvlna fit 5
~ Star re: T e Vo a e

llW I ~~L °S:na~:o~~:~~~~e
--..!-J Fri.nds Sinale Guv
Jt.IW Blt••n
-2....J '''ondav Niaht Football
-li....J Fr••h Prince! Blossoll

i~ Avonleatie "i ht "or
H E H .AY~_3~J'_

• Lists programs by channel
• Displays 2 half hours of

information
• Tune to any current title at

the touch of a button


